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Sketch  of  the  character  of  the  rev. 

DR.  spring! 

,  .  (Conclm’ed.) 

Dr.  Spring  bore  a  most  important  part  in 
originating  the  Foreign  M  ission  from  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  measures,  which  led  to  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  a  public  body,  for  the  promotion 
of  that  great  oliject,  were  first  suggested  by 
him.  And  in  the  whole  management  of 
that  glorious  and  successful  undertaking,  he 
was  among  those,  who  were  entrusted  \<  ith 
the  principal  agency.” 

,  [Ur.  Spring  was  also  a  delegate  from  the 
?*Ierrimack  Bible  Society  to  the  Meeting 
held  at  New-York,  for  the  formation  of  the 
American  Bible  Society',  and  assisted  in 
that  important  transaction  ;  and  in  conse* 
quence,  was,  by  a  subsequent  resolution  of 
tl»e  board  of  Managei’s,  constituted  a  direc¬ 
tor  for  life.] 

“  Whoever,  therefore,  reviews  tlie  pub¬ 
lic  life  of  Dr.  S.  especially  the  last  twenty 
years,  must  be  satisfied,  that  few  men  have 
done  more  for  the  cause  of  God. 

Were  I  to  speak  of  what  was  peculiar  in 
his  Christian  character,  I  should  say,  he  felt 
an  uncommon  loathing  and  dread  of  what¬ 
ever  had  the  least  appearance  of  enthusi- 
asm  or  ostentation  in  the  concerns  of  reli¬ 
gion.  I  should  say  too,  that  he  was  to  so 
unusual  a  degree,  in  the  habit  of  insisting 
upon  the  distinction  between  true  religion 
and  false,  and  so  cautious  in. judging  of  the 
evidence  of  regeneration  in  himself,  <is  well  i 
as  in  others,  that  he  probably  deprived  him-  ' 
self  of  comforts  which  he  was  entitled 
to  enjoy.  I  am  well  aware  that  this,  if  an 
error,  was  an  error  on  the  side  of  safety. — 
But  surely  the  God  of  love  and  consolation 
cannot  be  pleased  to  see  his  obedient  chil¬ 
dren  destitute  of  comfort.  Nor  are  the 
comforts  of  religion  otherwise  than  sulutarv 
in  their  influence.  They  soften  and  en-  | 
large  the  heart.  They  impart  an  air  of 
cheertulness  and  beauty  to  the  character. 
I'hey  give  a  spring  to  diligence,  and  draw 
t!>e  soul  into  a  near  and  profitable  inter- 
•  oui*se  w  ith  God.  The  joyful  hope  of  be¬ 
ing  like  Christ,  and  seeing  him  as  he  is, 
leads  the  Christian  to  purify  himself,  even 
as  Christ  is  pure.  And  the  stronger  and 
more  joyful  this  hope  is,  in  the  real  believ¬ 
er,  the  belter  is  the  effect.  So  that,  altho’ 
it  is  a  radical  fault  to  seek  the  comforts  of 
religion  as  a  direct  and  principal  object ; 
they  are  not  to  be  rejected  nor  slighted. 

Dr.  Spring  professed  to  have^only  slight 
evidence  of  his  own  piety  ;  and  frequently 


said,  if  he  had  any  religion,  he  had  it  in  ® 
vei*y  low  degree.  This  ma^  be  thought  a 
siii^lar  conclusion.  Bat  what  Christian 
or  minister  does  not  adopt  the  same  con¬ 
clusion  respecting  himself,  who  with  equal 
honesty,  searches  his  own  heart,  and  with 
the  same  unsparing  severity,  tries  his  own 
motives  and  actions  by  the  standard  of 
God’s  word  ? 

It  would  be  a  thing  unheard  of  in  this  im¬ 
perfect  world,  if  any  human  character,  even 
one  possessing  the  most  attractive  virtues, 
should  have  no  faults.  Dr.  Spring  was  not 
without  faults.  He  had  himself  a  deep  con¬ 
viction  of  .them,  and  made  them  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  daily  confession  before  God.  Rut 
he  is  gone,  we  believe,  beyond  the  re¬ 
gions  of  imperfection  and  trial.  And, 
brethren,  if  our  intercourse  with  him,  wiiile 
on  earth,  was  so  pleasant  and  profitable  ; 
Oh,  what  a  privilege  would  it  be,  could  w  e 
see  him  and  converse  with  him  now,  when 
his  character,  distinguished  even  here  by 
such  intellectual  and  moral  excellencies, 
has  been  freed  from  every  clog'anfl  blemish, 
and  displays,  withoutAnixture,  tlie  beauties 
of  holiness.^^  :  • 

The  folio  wh^  summary  sketch  of  his  life 
is  found  in  an  JippendLv  tothe  Sermon, 
Dr,  Spring  was  born  in  North  bridge  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  Mas%  2rtii  Feb. 
1746,  O.  S.  He  was  very  early  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  God  by  a  pious  mother, 
and  in  consequence  received  the  name  of 
Samuel.  At  eighteen  he  became  desiioiis 
of  acquiring  a  liberal  education,  with  a 
I  view  to  preparation  for  the  gospel  ministry, 

I  though  he  then  entertained  no  comfortabie 
hope  that  he  was  a  child  of  Gcni.  His  fa¬ 
ther,  one  of  the  most  opulent  farmers  in  the 
CGuntrv,  was  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  hife 
useful  assistance  at  home  ;  but  after  much 
solicitation  consented  to  give  him  a  collegi¬ 
ate  education.  In  1771,  he  was  graduated 
at  Nassau  Hall,  New  Jersey,  and  aftei 
spending  eight  months  as  a  l^sident  grad  - 
uate,  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Witlier- 
spoon,  he  completed  his  course  of  theologi 
cal  study  under  Drs.  Hopkins,  Bell  jmy  and 
West.  One  circumstance,  connected  wi  ll 
his  exercises  of  mind  while  at  college,  de¬ 
serves  to  be  mentioned.  He  had  been  led 
to  reflect  much  upon  the  power  and  wis¬ 
dom  of  God  in  the  works  of  creation,  and 
being  on  a  certain  occasion  called  upon  be¬ 
fore  iiis  class  to  explain  and  defend  tlie 
Copcrnican  system,  his  luiud  w  as  so  over- 
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whelmed  with  a  sense  of  tlic  wonderful  The  agency  of  Jehovah. 

w  orks  of  God,  and  the  magnificent  display  the  scriptural  writers  are  we  uniform-' 

of  his  glory  in  the  heavens,  that  lie  burst  ly  presented,  not  with  the  unw  orthy  action^ 
into  tears,  and  was  unable  to  complete  his  ul  Gods  jilural,  imperfect,  debased  with  hir- 
cxercise.  This  incident  led  him  to  a  train  imm  iinmoraliiies ;  living  and  acting  in  suc-^ 
of  reflection,  which,  through  the  grace  of  cession,  inutabdityj  impurity,  and  weakness; 
God,  issued,  as  he  hoped,  in  his  conversion,  unable  to  discern  or  prevent,  the  progress 
Those  who  statedly  enjoyed  his  miiiistra-  things  in  the  universe ;  dissenting  fixan 
tion,  doubtless  will  recollect  with  pleasure  ^‘^ch  other  with  mutual  enmity  and  mutual 
ho>v  often  and  with  what  delight,  both  in  his  sufferings;  endangered  by  the  rebellion  of 
sennons  and  in  his  prayers,  he  d\velt  upon  creatures,  and  defended  by  their  as.-istance; 
the  character  of  God,  as  displayed  in  his  "^ith  the  all-perfect  agency  of  the  inlin- 

W'orks,  and  how  faithfully  he  urged  the  du-  the  only  Jehovah,  by  whose  wisdom  all 

ty  of  loving  that  Being,  whose  benevolence  things  were  devised,  by  whose  word  they 
as  well  as  power,  is  thus  wonderfully  ex-  "ere  created,  by  w  hose  arm  they  are  upheld 
bibited  in  the  creation  ;  and  they  will  find  whose  |K)wer  they  are  implicitly  obedient, 
in  this  little  narrative  a  reason  for  this  pe-  whose  glory  with  a  solemn  progress 

Culiar  trait  in  his  preaching.  f^^cy  unceasingly  operate,  described  in  ima- 

In  1774,  lie  was  licenced  to  preach  the  ges  so  noble  and  ma  jestic,  as  to  wear  on  the 
Gospel.  In  1775,  having  joined  the  Con-  ycry  face  of  them  the  iuipression  of  diviii-^ 

tinental  Army  as  Chaplain,  he  connected  dv.  - —  Dwight. 

Iiimself  with  a  volunteer  corps  of  eleven  Getieral  Reasons  for  believing  the  Doctrines 
Jmndred  men  underCol.  Arnold,  ami  in  the  of  Grace. 

fall  of  that  year  marched  with  them  to  Can-  The  doctniics  commonly  denominateil 
ada.  T‘»e  sufferings  of  this  little  band  of  the  Doctrines  of  (irace,  are  the  decrees  of 
patriots  in  their  march  through  the  wilder-  God,  tlie  total  depravity  of  human  nature, 
ness,  and  the  disastrous  issue  of  that  expedi-  the  necessity  of  Keneneration  by  the  spe- 
tion  are  well  known.  At  the  close  of  the  year  cial  and  eiucatioiis  agency  of  "the  Ilolv 
177f,  Mr.  S.  left  the  army,  and  on  the  first  Spirit,  a  personal  and  eternal  election  of 
sabbath  in  February,  1777,  preached  as  a  Gods  people.  Justification  by  faith  alone, 
candidate  to  the  people,  whose  minister  he  and  the  final  jM^rsevemnee  of  true  believers, 
became,  and  among  whom  he  continued  till  As  these  doctrines  are  frequently  misun- 
liis  death.  He  was  ordained  on  the  Gt.h  of  derstood  and  misrepresented,  1  slfall  expli-. 
August,  1777,  and  labored  among  his  pco-  citly  state  their  meaning, 
pie  till  within  a  few  w  eeks  of  his  death,  1.  The  decrees  of  God  the  holy  plan, 

which  took  place  March  4,  1819.  or  purpose,  according  towdiich  God  governs 

Dr.  Spring  preached  on  the  first  Sabbath  the  world.  ’I'liisdoes  not  mean,  either  that 
in  January,  1819,  from  Gen.  xxvii.  2. —  God  approves  of  every  tiling  comprehended 
“  Behold  iiow'  I  am  old,  and  know  not  the  within  this  plan,  in  itself  considered,  or  that 
(lay  of  my  dea^h/’  On  the  second  Sab-  he  so  executes  his  decrees  as  to  impair  the 
l^lh  in  January,  he  preached  for  the  last  freedom  of  moral  agents.  Since  God  is 
lime  ;  oii  the  third  Sabbath  he  administer-  *•  the  same  yesterday,  to  day  and  forever,*’ 
eil  the  sacrament,  and  this  was  liis  last  li’rs  decrees  are  eternal.  Since  his  goveni- 
]mblic  performance.  He  was  in  the  pulpit  ment  extends  to  all  things,  they  embrace 
on  the  last  Sabbath  in  January,  in  the.  for-  every  action  and  event.  Since  be  is  infinite 
iner  part  of  the  day,  which  completed  ex-  in  w  isdom,  they  are  from  the  beginning 
actly  forty -two  years  from  the  time  of  his  perfect  and  oi  comse  unchangeable.  “VV|io 
first  entering  that  sacred  place.  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his 

In  addition  to. the  other  objects  of  public  oiru  wilL'^  “  Declaring  the  end  from  the 
benevolence  iwhkh  he  promoted,  may  with  beginning— saying  my  counsel  shall  stand, 
proprielv  be  noticed  hi.s  successful  exertions  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleasure.'*^ 
in  formin"  tlie  first  Vurish  Social  Lihi'ary  2.  The  doctrine  (f  total  depravity,  is  not 
in  New  bury  |>*wt,  and  a  tour  to  the  southern  that  all  men  are  equally  bad,  or  bad  as 
wart  of  the  States,  to  solicit  coritri-  they  can  be,  or  bad  as  the  Devils;  nor  that 

bUtions  for  tiie  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  fire  the  form  of  their  actions  is  alw  ays  w'l  ong, 
in  that  place.  freedom  of  agency  is  impaired,  or 

Besides  sevei*al  sermons, mostly  occasion-  the  social  affections  ^1  iterated  ;  but  that 
al,  he  publisshed  a  Dialogue  on  Dutv,  and  men  are  by  nature  totally  destitute  of  holi- 
a  volume  of  Disquisitions.  Of  the  last  of  ness  and  enemies  to  God.  “  There  is  none 

there  has  recently  been  a  new  edition,  that  doeth  good,  no  not  one.  The  carnal 
Uie.cuicnru  /  ^  mind  is  enmity  a-ainst  God.”  So  then  they 

that  arc  in  the  llesh  cannot  please  God.*^ 
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Regeneration's  a  chancre  of  heart  from  xx.  15,  16.  John  xv.  16, 19.  Matth.  xi.  25 
eiiinity  to  supreme  love  to  God  ;  pnnluced  — 27.  John  xvii.  2,  6,  9,  24.  Matth.  xiii. 
i)v  the  special  and  efficacious  ai^eiicv  of  God  11.  1  Cor.  iv.  7.  Acts  xiii.  48.  Eph.  i.  4. 

ihe  Holy  Spirit.  “  Of  his  own  _wi!l  bc;j^t  2  Tim.  i.  9.  This  is  but  a  small  paitof  the 
he  us  by  the  word  of  truth”  “Which  texts  tliat  mig.ht  be  referred  to  on  this  point, 
were  born  hotof  blor)d,  nor  oithe  will  of  the  On  the  doctrine  of  Justification  by  faith 
ffesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  Gml.”  alone,  see  Rom.  iiL  24 — 26,  28,  and  iv.  5— 

4.  Justification  by  a/one,  excludes  5.  (ial.  ii.  16.  21,  and  iii.  8,  10,11.  Eph. 
human  merit  and  W’orks  from  any  share  in  ii.  8,  9.  Phil.  iii.  9. 

our  justification,  either  as  the  procuring  On  the  doctrine  of  Perseverance,  see  Pi. 
cause  or  condition  ;  and  makes  the  atone-  xxxvii.  23,  24.  John  x.  27 — 29.  Jer.  xxxii. 
jiient  of  Christ  the  only  procuring  cause,  j  40.  1  Pet.  i.  4,  5.  Phil.  L  6.  Rom.  viii. 
and  faith  in  him  the  sole  condition  of  par-  j  30,  38,  39. 

don.  “  JSTot  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  ft  has  not  been  my  object  in  tl^  preccd- 
boast.”  “  Therefore  we  conclude  that  a  ing  references  to  adduce  every  text  which 
man  is  justified  by  faith,  without  the  deeds  might  be  urged  in  support  of  the  doctrines  in 
of  the  law,^^  question.  This  list  of  texts,  were  it  neces- 

5.  The  doctrine  of  personal  and  eternal  sary.  might  be  greatly  increased  ;  but  e- 

Election,  is  that  God,  m  tlie  w  ise  and  holy  nough  have  been  cited  to  convince  the  rea- 
plan  of  Ids  government,  lias  determined  der  that  these  doctrines  do  not  rest  on  a  few 
what  individuals  he  will  sanctify  by  his  passages  merely.  Scarcely  any  truths,  in¬ 
spirit,  and  thus  prepare  for  eternal  life.—  deed,  are  more  explicitly  and  abundantly 
“  The  election  hath  obtained  it  and  the  rest  taught  in  the  Scriptures,  than  these  doc- 
w’crc  blinded.”  “  Therefore  hath  he  mercy  trines.  The  person,  therefore,  \vho  denies 
on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he  them,  must  either  renounce  the  Bible,  oc 
will  he  hardeneth.”  “  As  many  as  were  or-  wrest  a  great  part  of  it  from  its  obvious 
dained  to  eternal  life  believed.”  meaning. 

6.  The  Doctrine  of  the  Saints^  persever-  II.  These  doctrines  are  supported  by  each 
nnee,  is  that  all  true  believers  being  born  of  other.  Tliey  must  necessarily  stand  or  fall 
God,  will,  not  by  tlieir  own  strength,  but  together  ;  and  although  eacli  of  them  is 
by  his  mighty  power,  be  preserved  from  eii-  fully  established  by  independent  proof ; 
tire  and  final  apostacy,  and  kept  *•  through  yet  such  is  thoir  connexion,  that  the  evi-  * 
faith  unto  salvation.”  “The  steps  of  a  dence  which  goes  to  establish  one,  strength- 
good  man  are  orflercd  by  the  T.ord, — though  ens  and  confirms  the  evidence  in  support 
ne  fall  he  shall  not  be  utterly  cast  dowm,  for  of  the  rest. 

toe  Lord  upholdeth  him  w  ith  his  hand.” —  For  instance,  if  the  doctrine  ot  total  De- 

Being  confident  of  this  very  thing,  that  pravity  is  true,  the  doctrine  of  Regenera- 
.ho  which  hath  bejiin  a  good  work  in  you,  tion  by  special  grace,  follows  as  an  unavoi- 
will  perform  it  until  thedayofJesus  Christ.”  dable  inference,  For  if  in  the  natural  heart  ' 
These  doctrines  I  believe,  because  there  is  nothing  morally  good,  it  must  be 

I.  They  are  supported  not  only  by  ex-  rhanuied  by  a  sovereign  act  of  divine  power, 
press  declarations  of  Scripture  ;  but  by  an  This  is  admitted  on  all  hands.  All  the 
abundance  of  such  declarations,  d  hey  do  texts,  therefore,  which  directly  teach  the 
not  rest  on  the  doubtful  interpretation  of  a  j  doctrine  of  total  Depravity,  teach  likewise 
few  insulated  passages;  but  are  supported  by  unavoidable  inference  the  doctrine  of 
by  the  obvious  meaning  of  a  great  multitude  Regeneration  ;  and  all  the  texts  which  di- 
of  texts.  rectiy  assert  the  doctrine  of  Regeneration, 

I  will  refer  to  a  number,  which  the  rea- ;  as  clearly  assert  by  inference,  the  doctrine 
der  w  ill  do  well  to  consult.  j  of  total  Depravity.  Again.  From  the  doc- 

On  the  doctrine  of  Decrees,  see  Act^  xvii.  i  trine  of  Regeneration,  the  doctrine  of  Elec- 
516.  Job  xiv,  5.  Luke  xxii,  22.  Acts  ii.  |  tion  follows  as  an  undeniable  inference.— 
23,  and  iv.  27,  28.  Dan.  ix.  24,  26,  27,  and  AVhatever  God  does,  he  always  intended  to 
xi.  35,  36,  and  iv.  17,  24.  do  ;  for  he  is  “  the  same  yesterday,  to-day 

On  the  doctrine  of  total  Depravity,  see  and  forever.”  D'  then  he  does  by  an  act 
Jer.  xvii.  9.  John  v.  42.  Rom.  vii.  18,  and  i  of  his  pow  er,  change  the  hearts  of  all  who 
viii,  7,  8.  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  Ps.  liii.  I — 3.  will  be  saved,  it  was  his  eternal  purpose  to 
Gen.  vi.  5,  and  viii.  21.  Col.ii.  13.  change  their  hearts  that  they  might  be  sav- 

Un  the  doctrine  of  Regeneration,  by  the  ed  ;  and  this  is  w  hat  is  meant  by  the  doc- 
special  operations  of  the  holy  Spirit,  see  trine  of  election.  All  the  proof,  therefore, 
Jolm  vi.  44,  65.  Phil.  ii.  13.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  j  w  hich  establishes  the  doctrine  of  Regen ora- 
26,  37.  John.  i.  13,  1  Cor.  iii.  6,  7.  j  tion,  goes  to  esfablisli  the  tloctrine  of  Elec- 

Up  the  doctrine  of  Election,  see  Matth.  i  tion,  and  rice  rerx/.  The  same  is  tnie  of 
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the  doctrine  of  Election,  and  the  doctrine 
cif  tlie  Saints’  Perseverance  :  for  if  God  has 
“  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit, ” 

chosen  to  salvation”  a  part  of  mankind,  he 
.will  keep  them  Iroai  falling,  that  tiiey  inay 
be  saved. 

Thus  each  of  these  doctrines  is  establish¬ 
ed  not  only  by  a  multitude  ot  direct  proofs, 
but  by  all  the  texts  which  go  to  establish 
the  rest.  The  person  therefore,  who  would 
overthrow  one  of  these  doctrines,  must  ex¬ 
plain  away  this  immense  mass  of  texts.- — 

He  who  is  not  prepared  lor  this  Hercule¬ 
an  labour,  should  beware  how  he  under- 
takes. 

111.  Another  general  reason  for  believing 
these  doctrines,  is,  that  tiiev  are  opposed 
by  tiie  carnal  heart.  Wherever  they  are 
piainlv  preached,  and  brought  home  to  die 
conscience,  they  excite  enmity  in  tiie  hearts 
<)»  sinners.  *  iSuw  this  is  an  eifect  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  trut’n.  iSucli  was  ttie  eifect 
produced  by  the  preacliing  ot  Christ  and 
his  apostlt‘S.  “  i'he  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
agaiiist  God.”  ‘‘  The  natural  man  receiv- 
cih  not  tile  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for 
they  are  loolislmess  unto  liim,  neither  can 
he  know  tliem,  because  they  are  spiritually 
discerned.”  flence  it  is  certain  that  doc¬ 
trines  which  exhibit  the  character  ot  man 
in  their  true  ligiit,  must  be  ottensiye  to  the 
unrenewed  lieart.  But  what  doctrines  are 
iiiore  ofi’ensive,  more  loatlisome,  to  the  car¬ 
nal  mind,  tiian  tiie  humbling  doctrines  ol 
giace'r  What  doctrines  were  ever  morel 
hated  and  fnaiigiied  r*  How  solemn  and  de¬ 
cisive  a  testimony  is  here  given  by  every 
carnal  man,  to  tiie  truth  of  these  doctrines. 

On  toe  other  hand  it  may  be  laid  dowii 
as  an  itivariabie  maxim,  that  a  system  of 
doctrines  wnich,  being  fully  understood  in 
dll  its  bearings,  is  pleasing  to  liie  unienew- 
ed  heart,  is  of  course  laiae.  Seed  i  re¬ 
mark,  how  pleasing,  how  popular  with  un¬ 
renewed  men,  are  those  senUments  which 
are  opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  grace  r 

If  these  sentiments,  thus  gratifying  to 
the  carnal  mindi  were  tlie  doctrines  oi  the 
Apostles,  how  is  it  posr3ible  that  carnal  men 
should  not  love  and  iumur  tliose  who  pri‘ach- 
ed  tht^u  ?  But  no  ;  they*  hated  and  perse¬ 
cuted  them,  even  unto  death,  for  these  doc¬ 
trines.  How  decisive  is  tins  evidence  llnit 
tliose  pleasing  sentiments  which  are  oppoa- 
e<l  to  tl.e  doctrines  of  grace,  are  equally 
opp’osed  to  the  diictrines  ot  the  Apostles. — 
Accordingly  tiie  same  objections  were  rais¬ 
ed  against  the  preaching  of  the  Apostles, 
which  tme  urgtd  again Vl  those  doctrines. — 
When  Paul  had  said,  Mom,  ix.  18,  “  rhere- 
fore  hath  he  iiu  rev  on  wlioia  he  v.  ill  have 


mercy,  and  whoin  lie  will  he  tiardeneth,” 
he  supposed  a  caviller  would  reply,  “  ^Vhy 
then,  doth  he  yet  find  fault,  for  who  hath  i  ei 
sistwl  his  will  ?  The  import  of  tlie  objec¬ 
tion  is  this.  ‘  If  things  are  so,  if  God  hath* 
mercy  on’  whom  he  will,  and  hardencth 
whom  he  will,  liian  is  not  to  blame.  ’  Every 
one  does  the  will ’of.  Gyid,  and  why  doth  he 
find  fault  witli  his  creatures,  and  punish 
them  for  disobedience  ?  Now'  this  exactly 
rcsjmbles'the  cavils  that  are  daily  found  in 
the  mouths  of  siiiners  against  the  doctrines 
of  Decrees  and  election. How  often  is  it 
siiid,  ‘  If  God  has  “  foreordained  whatsoev¬ 
er  comes  to  pass,”,  then  1  am  not  a  free 
agent ;  every  thing  w  hich  I  do  is  agreeable 
to  the  will  ot  God,  and  I  cannotbe  toblame.’ 
How'  often  ^Iso  is  it  said,  ‘  If  the  doctrine 
ot  Election  is  true,  my^  state  is  fixed,  and 
there  is  nothiiW  for  me  to  do.  If  I  am  to 
be  saved,  I  shall  be,  let  me  do  what  I  will ; 
if  I  am  hot  to  be  saved,  I  shall  not  be,  let’ 
me  do  what  1  can,  anil  how  can  I  be  to 
blame  ?  The  reader  will  perceive  that  this 
is  the  old  objection,  new  vamped,  “  Why 
then  dotli  lie  yet  find  fault,”  &c. 

Again.  It  was  objected  to  Paul’s  doc¬ 
trine,  Rom.  iii.  T.  “  For  if  the  truth  of  God, 
hath  more  abounded  through  rny  lie  unto  his 
gloiy\  Nvhy  yet  am  I  also  judged  as  a  sin¬ 
ner  The  obvious  meaning  of  this  objeetion 
is,  it  my  sin  is  themeaiis  ot  promoting  i  he 
glory  of  God,  how '  can  1  be  criminal, 
and  why  am  I  condemned  and  punished  ? 
This  objection,  in  substance  is  always  rais¬ 
ed  against  tiie  doctrine  of  decrees. 

Again.  It  was  slanderously  reported  of. 
the  Apostles,  that  they  said,  “  let  us  do  evil, 
thgt  good  may  come.”  This  was  represen¬ 
ted  as  a  necessary  inference  from  their  doc¬ 
trine.  The  saiiie  consequence  lias  been 
charged  again  and  again  to  the  doctrines  of 
Gi  ace  It  is  said,  ‘  d  God  has  decreed  sin, 
and  will  overrule  it  ail  for  good,  then  the 
more  sin  tiie  better.  “  Let  us  do  evil  that 
good  may  come.” 

Now,  I  ask,  are  th.^se  objections  ever 
raised  against  the  Arminian  system  of  sen¬ 
timents  ?  If  not,  it  is  certain  that  this  sys¬ 
tem  ;s  not  the  'System  which  was  preached 
by  Paul.  But  they  are  constaniiy  ur^ed 
against  tlie  doctrines  ot  grace.  'rhL  is 
strong  evidence,  that  these  aie  the  dor- 
ti ines  tauglit  by  the  Apostles. 

V  l  u  coiutiiui  d  ) 

GENERAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  CONNFCTICLT. 

Extracts  fyom  the  Prijceediv\;^s  of  the  Gen* 

Jssociationnf  VounecticuCjune  18i9.  * 

T^hc  aspect  ot  iliyine  providence,  which 
beam  light,  s  ren^th  and  comfort  upon  the 


General  .Association  of  Connecticut, 


church  \yithin  our  limits,  are  to  be  noticed 
with  gratitude.  Among  these,  is  the  month¬ 
ly  concert  of  prayer.  These  seasons  of 
fellowshij),  and  united  aspirations  of  de¬ 
vout  souls  for'  the  prosperity  of  Zion,  are 
observed  in  most  of  our  churches.  In  ma¬ 
ny  of  them,  collections  are  made  to  pro¬ 
mote,  by  appropriate  means,  the  pre-emi¬ 
nent  object  for  which  the  prayers  are  offer¬ 
ed  ;  and  we  call  on  the  churches  to  per¬ 
severe  in  this  primary  duty-for  these  things 
arc  go<»d  and  acceptable  with  him,  whose 
council  shall  stand,  and  who  will  do  all  his 
pleasure. 

'  Tiic  sabbath  schooh  are  generally  intro¬ 
duced  into  our  congregations,  and  we  con¬ 
ceive  them  to  be  a  wonderful  method,  which 
divine  providence  opens  for  the  promotion 
of  the  glory  of  his  name — in  sowinsc  the 
seeds  of  divine  truth  in  thewoung  and  ten¬ 
der  mind,  and  calling  forth  his  praises  fi*am 
the  lips  of  the  rising  generation. 

The  school  for  the  instruction  of  the 
heathen  youth  at  Cornwall,  is  increping  in 
its  numbers,  means,  and  respectability;  and 
gives  in  its  infant  state,  great  promise  of 
distinguished  good  to  the  natives  of  this, 
and  other  countries,  and  to  the  Islands 
the  sea — in  communicating  to  those  benight¬ 
ed  nations  tiie  glorious  gospel  ot  the  bles¬ 
sed  God,  in  a  language  w'hich  tliey  can  un¬ 
derstand.  This  institution,  under  his  favor 
who  has  the  promise  of  the  heathen  for  his 
inheritance,  we  trust  will  be  the  channel  (»f 
conveying  tlie  blessings  of  the  Redeemer’s 
kingdom  to  thousands  and  to  millions,  who 
otherw  ise  would  walk  in  darkness. 

The  ^isylum  for  the  instruction  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  is  distinguished  with  to¬ 
kens  of  divine  favor.  ihe  attempts  to 
communicate  to  the  pupils  moral  and  reli¬ 
gious  truths  of  the  most  abstract  nature,  are 
attended  with  encouraging  and  unexpecteti 
success.  The  hope  is  cherished,  tliat  the 
influence*  of  divine  grace  have  reached  some 
vf  their  hearts.  ()ne  has  made  a  profes¬ 
sion  of  religion,  and  united  w  ith  the  church 
at  Hartford. 

In  this  connection  we  advert,  with  un¬ 
qualified  approbation,  to  the  Connecticut 
Education  Society  ;  by  whose  exertions, 
nearly  thirty  young  men,  of  piomising  tal¬ 
ents  and  piety,  have  been  enabled,  iluring 
the  past  year,  to  pursue  their  studies  at  our 
principal  literary  iustitution  ;  and  w'e  have 
only  to  regret  that  the  prospects  of  this  so¬ 
ciety,  with  a  sphere  of  usefulness  continual¬ 
ly  enlarging,  should  be  darkened  by  the 
want  01  efficient  pecuniary  patronage. — 
W  hen  we  reflect  on  the  urgent  and  increa¬ 
sing  demand  for  piety  ^nd  talents  in  the 


service  of  the  church — the  impossibility  of 
meeting  this  demand,  without  a  new  and 
more  vigorous  system  of  exertions — the  suc¬ 
cess  which  has  thus  far  attended  these  ex¬ 
ertions— the  lustre  which  has  been  shed  04 
the  cause  of  Relimon  and  letters,  by  many 
who  were  raised  from  indigence  by  the  hand 
of  charity — the  necessary  eftect  pn  our 
principal  literary  institution,  from  adding 
to  the  weight  of  talents  and  influence  on 
the  side  of  vital  religion — the  ardent  de¬ 
sires  of  these  youth  to  become  qualified  for 
the  service  of  the  Saviour,  and  their  pecul- 
preparation,  by  their  habits  of  life,  for  the 
hardships  and  privations  which  await  them 
in  the  work  of  the  ministry;  a  combination 
of  the  most  solemn  and  w^eiglity  motives 
presses  on  our  churches,  and  demands 
their  united  exertions  in  this  labor  of  love. 

The  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  have 
continued  their  benevolent  labors,  among 
the  waste  places  within  our  borders,  witli 
encouraging  success — in  the  establishment 
of  gospel  order,  and  w  ith  blessed  effects  in 
i  calling  sinners  to  repentance. 

The  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut. 
as  the  field  of  labor  widens  to  the  west  and 
the  soutfc,  increases  her  exertions,  and  mul¬ 
tiplies  her  faithful  laborers  ;  and  past  suc¬ 
cess,  in  this  benevolent  pursuit,  demands 
tlie  renewed  efforts  of  all  who  love  tlie  pros¬ 
perity  of  Zion. 

^or  will  we  omit  to  notice  the  general 
and  generous  attention  which  has  been  giv¬ 
en  to  the  increasing  of  the  funds  of  the  Ji- 
merican  Bible  Society,  by  constituting  the 
Pastors  of  our  churches  members  for  life, 
of  that  distinguished  institution. 

The  more  extensive  circulation  of  reli¬ 
gious  intelligence,  in  weekly  and  monthly 
publications,  and  by  tract  societies,  indi¬ 
cates,  in  the  friends  of  Zion,  a  prompt  and 
more  vigorous  attention  to  whatev*er  luav 
advance  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom. 

From  the  reports  of  the  several  associa¬ 
tions,  we  learn,  that,  during  the  past  year, 
God  has  not  left  himself  without  a  witness 
in  the  effusion  of  his  holy  Spirit ;  and  if  the 
instances  are  not  so  numerous  as  in  some 
former  years,  yet  the  work  has  most  evi. 
dently  been  tlie  I.ord’s,  and  let  the  glory  be 
to  him  whose  is  the  kin<^om.  The  places 
which  have  been  especially  blessed  w  ith  re¬ 
vivals,  are  ^Teiv  Fairfield,  Haddam,  Coir 
Chester,  East ’Ham  pton,  Ashford,  Eastford, 
tVestford,  fFinsted,  Middle- Haddam,  Staf¬ 
ford,  Veriion,  Bolton,  T}-umbull,  Thomp¬ 
son,  Southeast,  and  Derby.  In  these  rev^i- 
vals,  the  Lord  continues  the  earnest  of  his  * 
grace,  that  however  he  may  chasten  us,  still 
Ills  loving  kindnes#dpe^  not  fail.  The  work 
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in  many  places,  is  yet  progresssing  ;  and 
and  calls  for  united  gratitude,  and  the  fer¬ 
vent  prayers  of  those  who  find  it  good  to 
draw  near  to  God. — Ref,  Intel. 

BRITpiI  AND  rORElGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

F ifteentfi  *dnn iversary. 

From  a  Liverpool  pnpp’-  or  May  15. 

Tuesday  w’eek  the  anniversary  meeting 
of  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
was  held  in  Freemason’s  Hall,  London. 
There  were  two  thousand  persons  present. 
At  12  o’clock,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Teigii- 
mouth  took  the  chair,  when  the  U<'‘port  ivas 
read.  It  detailed  the  progress  of  tne  Bible 
Societies  in  the  difierent  countries  on  the 
continent,  and  in  the  Indies,  &c.  stated 
the  number  of  bibles  issued  at  cost  aud  re¬ 
duced  prices,  from  the  31st  March,  1818, 
to  the  same  period  in  |819,  was  123,247 
Bibles,  and  136,784  Testaments;  making 
in  the  whole  260,031  copies,  being  an  in- 
crease  beyond  the  issues  of  the  proceeding 
year,  of  65,930  bibles  and  testaments ; 
rnaking,  with  those  issued  at  the  expense 
of  this  Society,  from  yaripuS'  presses  upon 
the  continent,  a  total  of  more  than  t>vo 
million  three  hundred  thousand. 

Professor  Kieflier  from  Paris,  presented 
himself  to  the  meeting,  and,  through  the 
medium  of  an  able  address,  which  was  read 
by  the  Rev.  1).  Wilson,  informed  the  meet- 
i^’^  that  the  government  of  France  had 
proinised  their  utmost  support  to  the  bib|e 
focieties  in  that  country.  It  is  then  stated 
that  9000  copies  of  the  new-testament, 
printed  in  the  lurkish  language,  from  the 
royal  press  in  France,  had  been  sent  to  Tur¬ 
key.  (Loud  applause.) 

Three  of  those  Testaments,  which  were 
exceedingly  w'cll  printeil  and  bound,  and 
bearing  the  Royal  Arms  of  France,  were 
tuen  presented  to  the  meeting,  by  the  Pro¬ 
fessor,  who  aided  by  the  advice  of  Baron 
fiylvestre  de  Sary,'hajLl  inspected  the  edi¬ 
tion.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  then  moved 
the  thanks  of  the  Meeting  to  the  Chairman, 
who  made  a  suitable  reply.  The  meeting 
shortly  after  broke  up. 

EDTJCATION  SOCIETY. 

It  bas  been  a  subject  of  painful  reflec¬ 
tion,  for  some  years,  to  the  benevolent  part 
of  community,"  tiiat  the  number  of  able, 
well  qualified  and  regular  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  should  be  so  disproportionate  to  the 
demand  of  the  constantly  increasing  and 
extended  population  of  the  U.  States.  To 
provide,  as  f  ir  as  possible,  a  remedy  for  this 
evil,  and  to  concentrate  the  force  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  a  meeting  of  a  num¬ 
ber  ol  Clergymen  and  Laymen  was  held  at 


New-Brunswick,  in  New  Jersey,  in  Nov, 
last,  and  a  Society  was  organized,  denomil 
nated  “  The  Education  Society  of  the  Pres* 
byterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  Ar 
merica.” 

This  Society  has  been  in  operation  nenri- 
^7  a  year.  There  are  a  number  of  benefi.. 
ciaries  on  their  fund,  of  whom  seven  are  in 
the  Western  District  of  this  state. 

To  extend  their  operations  and  call  into 
vigorous  effect,  a?  far  as  possible,  the  force 
of  the  Christian  public,  it  is  proposed  to  apr 
point  Executive  Committees  in  different 
parts  of  the  Church  in  the  United  States 
and  to  form  Auxiliary  Associations,  who 
shall  annually  report  to  the  Executive  Conir 
mittees  appointed  tor  a  certain  district, 
and  the  Committees  are  also  to  report  anr 
nually  to  the  parent  society. 

The  fund  thus  raised  in  any  given  dis¬ 
trict,  will  be  expended  by  the  executive 
committee  in  that  district,  on  sudi  benefi- 
ciaries  as  they  shall  approve,  should  any 
auxiliary  association,  naye  a  suitable 
person  m  view%  application  may  be  made 
to  the  executive  committee,  and  such 
person  will  be  taken  under  their  care,  if 
(bund  properly  qualified.  Thus  the  money 
which  is  raised  in  any  given  district  will 
be  expended  in  sach  district;  and  upon 
young  men,  whose  character  and  cirnimr 
stances  will  in  general  be  known  not  only 
by  the  commitiec,  but  by  tiie  several  asso¬ 
ciations. 

it  will  be  perceived  that  this  plan  con¬ 
templates,  not  only  the  raising,  but  also  the 
expending  of  the  money,  in  the  midst  of 
us,  and  noi  unfrequentlj’  for  the  benefit  of 
individuals  in  whom  we  are  deeply  inter¬ 
ested.  The  general  society  will  call  on 
auxiliaries  for  no  fund,  but  that  which  may 
be  surplus;  and  if  at  any  time,  an  auxil¬ 
iary  shall  have  more  bene^ciaries  than  their 
fund  will  support,  the  general  society  feels 
bound,  so  far  as  its  funds  will  admib  to  ex¬ 
tend  aid  to  such  auxiliary. 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  the  society  has 
employed  agents  of  the  most  respectable 
character  to  organize  auxiliary  associations. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Fe?Tine,of  New-York,  is  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  territory,  comprised  in  the 
Synod  of  Geneva,  and  has  arrived  in  this 
place  with  a  view  to  prosecqte  the  object  of 
his  appointment.  W. 

Auburn,  Sept.  7th,  1819. 

The folloicing  Constitution  is  pfoposed 
by  the  Directors  of  the  Parent  Society ^ 
to  be  adapted  by  Auxiliaries, 

Article  I.  Tins  Association  shaU 
called  the  Education  Society  of 
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I(.  'file  object  of  Ibis  Association  shall  In  vain  chimeras  and  unknowft  results:— 
be  to  assist  indigent  and  pious  young  men  la  those  gray  times  there  lived  a  reverend 
destined  for  the  tiospel  Ministry  iu  acqui-  sage, 

rin"-  an  education.  When  wisdom  sited  its  light  on  that  dark 

fll.  If  any  person  who  has  been  as-  I  a»e. 
sisted  shall  l*ail  to  enter  the  ministry,  thro’  A  murilv  he  was,  immured  in  cloistered  wallsr 
his  own  fault,  he  shall  'refund  what  has  Where  now  the  ivy ’d  ruin  crumbling  falls: 
been  expended  in  liis  education.  Tvvas  a  profound  seclusion  that  he  chose, 

IV.  Every  person  on  paying  fifty  cents  The  noisy  world  disturb’d  not  that  repose  j 

annually,  shall  be  a  member  of  this  Asso-  The  flow  of  inurmurino  waters  day  by  day : 
ciTtion  :  dud  every  person  on  paying  five  And  whistling  winds,  that  forc’d  their  tar- 
dollars  at  one  time  shall  be  a  member  for  dy  way 

lifc,  without  farther  contribution.  Thro’  reverend  trees,  of  ages  growth  that 

V.  TheOflicersof  this  Association  shall  made 

consist  of  a  president,  three  vice-presidents.  Around  the  pile  a  deep  monastic  shade  ; — 
a  secretary,  treasurer,  and  four  collectors.  The  chaunted  psalm,  or  solitary  prayer, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  solicit  donations.  Such  were  the  sounds  that  broke  the  silence 
obtain  subscribers  and  collect  the  annual  there, 

dues.  All' these  to  remain  in  office  till  the  '*  *  *  *  *  * 

annual  meeting,  or  till  a  new  election.  Twas  here  when  his  rights  sacerdotal  were 

VI.  The  annual  meeting  of  this  Associa-  o’er, 

tion  shall  be  held  the  first  Monday  in  No-  In  the  depth  of  his  cell  with  its  stone  cov- 

vemberj  and  occasional  meetings  at  the  ered  floor,  » 

call  of  the  president.  Resigning  to  thought  his  chimerical  brain, 

VII.  Tliis  Association  shall  be  auxiliary  He  formed  the  contrivance  w^e  now  shall 
to  the  New-York  Education  Society  form-  explain  i 

eel  at  Nevv ^Brunswick,  in  November  1818,  But  wliether  by  magic  or  alchyray’s  powers 
and  its  funds  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  M  e  know  not,  indeed  ’tis  no  business  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  ours : 

VIII.  Any  person  on  paving  up  arrears  Perhaps  it  waS  only  by  patience  and  care, 

may  on  application,  witlriraw  from  the  As-  At  last  that  he  bro’t  his  invention  to  bear, 
soemtion^  youtli  ’twas  projected,  but  years  ’  stole 

IX.  Any  alteration  or  amendment  may  away\ 

be  made  in  this  Constitution,  by  a  vote  of  And  ere  ’twas  complete  he  was  wrinkled 
two  thirds  of  the  mermbers  present,  at  any  and  gray  ; 


the  Executive  Committee  ol  I  ours : 

VIII.  Any  person  on  paving  up  arrears  j  Perhaps  it  waS  only  by  patience  and  care, 

may  on  application,  witlriraw  from  the  As-  At  last  that  he  bro’t  his  invention  to  bear, 
sociation^  youtli  ’twas  projected,  but  years  ’  stole 

IX.  Any  alteration  or  amendment  may  away^ 

be  made  in  this  Constitution,  by  a  vote  of  And  ere  ’twas  complete  he  was  wrinkled 
two  thirds  of  the  mermbers  present,  at  any  and  gray  ; 

annual  meeting.  Put  success  is  secure  unless  energy  fails, 

- -  And  at  length  he  produced  The  'Pfiiloso^ 

DIVINE  DECREES.  plieV^S  ScaUs. 

The  divine  decrees  are  so  far  from  oppo-  What  were  they  you  ask;  you  shall 
sing  or  destroying  human  liberty,  that  they  presently  see ; 

secure  it:  as  they  iriake  it  certain  that  a  These  scales  were  not  made  to  weigh  sugar 
man  will  act>  or  not  act  voluntarily,  and  ; 

v.itliout  anv  involuntary  necessity  or  res-  O  no;— for  such  properties  wondrous  had 
traint,  so  they  make  it  certain  that  he  will  . 

be  free.  Edwards.  That  qualities,  feelings  and  thoughts  thev 

_ could  weigh : 

THE  PHILOSOPHER’S  SCALES.  Together  with  articles  small  or  immense, 

T  XI  1  r  r*  ik*  r.  ]  !  ^  im  Troin  mountains  or  planets  to  atoms  of  sense* 

AVhea  Nou.htvps  there  so  bulk,,  but  there  it  could 


cells. 

AVlien  w  ild  astrology’s  distorted  eve 
Shunned  the  fair  fields  nf  true  philosophy, 
ikiid  wandring  through  tlie  depth  of  mental 
night. 

Sought  dark  predictions  mid  the  worlds  of 
lisht 


And  nought  so  etherial  but  there  it  would 
stay ; 

And  nought  so  reluctant  but  in  it  must  go*^ 
All  w  hich,  some  examples  more  clearly  mU 
show. 


t^oug  u  uarK  preaiciions  miu  me  worms  ui  The  first  thing  he  tried  was  the  head  of 
light  T^ottairc 

When  curious  alchymy,  with  pu7.7.led  br^^^^  Which  retained  all  the  wit  that  had  ever 
Attempted  things  that  science  laughs  at 

T  r  1  u  u  ^  vveight,  he  threw  in  the  torn  scran  of 

Losing  the  useful  purpose  she  consults  ^  ^  strap  oi 


ever 


now. 


Losing  the  useful  purpose  she  consults 


The  Philosopher's  Scaled 


With  the  soul  of  a  to  serve  for  a 

^veight;  .  , 

When  the  former  sprang  up  with  so  strong 
...  a  rebuff, 

That  it  made  a  vast  rent,  arid  escapM  at  the 
roof, 

Whence,  balanced  iri  air  it  ascended  on  high; 

And  sailed  up  aloft  a  balloon  in  the  sky ; 

While  the  scale  with  the  soul  in,  so  might¬ 
ily  fell, 

That  it  jerked  the  Philosopher  out  of  hi« 


Containing  the  prayer  of  the  penitent  thief ; 

When  the  skull  rose  aloft  with  so  sudden  a 
spell,  ’  . 

Tliat  It  bounced  like  a  ball  on  the  foof  of 
the  cell. 

One  time  he  put  in  JHe^andeir  the  Great, 

W  ith  a  garment  that  Dorcas  had  made,  for 
.  a  weight : 

Arid  tho’  clad 


in  annour  from  sandals  to 

crown, 

The  hero  rose  up,  and  the  garment  \Vent 
down. 

K  long  row  of  alms-houses,  amply  endow'd 
By  a  w  ell  esteemed  pharisee, busy  6c  proud, 
Next  loaded  one  scale,  while  the  other  was 
prest 

By  those  niitcS  the  poor  widow  dropped  in¬ 
to  the  chest ; 

Up  flew  the  endowment  not  weighing  an 
ounce,  • 

And  down,  down  the  farthing’s  worth  crime 
with  a  bounce. 

Again,  he  performed  an  experiment  rare  ; — •* 
A  monk  with  austerities  bleeding  and  bare 
Climb’d  into  his  scales,  in  the  other  was  laid 
The  heart  of  our  Howard,  very  lately  de¬ 
cayed  ; 

When  he  found  w’ith  surprise,  that  tlie  whole 
of  his  brother 

Weighed  less  by  some  pounds  than  this  bit 
of  the  other. 

By  further  experiments,  (no  matter  how,) 
He  found  that  ten  chariots  weighed  less 
than  one  plough  ; 

A  sw'ord,  with  gilt  trappings  rose  up  in  the 
scale, 

Though  balanced  by  only  a  ten-penny  nail ; 
A  shield  and  a  helmet,  a  buckler  and  spear,  1 
W eia:!ied  lessthan  a w'idow’s  unchrvstalizcd  ! 
tear.  ! 


MORAL 


Dear  reader,  if  e’er  self  deception  prevail*; 

We  pray  you  to  try  The  Philosopher's 
Scales: 

But  if  they  are  lost  in  the  ruins  around; 

Perhaps  a  good  substitute  thus  may  be  found; 

Let  judgment  and  conscience  in  circles  be 
cut,* 

To  which  Strings  of  thdm^ht  rriay  be  care- 
fully  put;". 

Let  tltesc  be  made  even  with  caution  ex- 
treine. 

And  Impartiality  serve  for  a  beam : 

Then  bring  those  good  actions  which  pride 
.  over-rates, 

Arid  tear  up  your  motives  in  bits,  for  t!ie 
weiglits.  Q.  Q. 
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